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First name: Can

Surname: Okar

Date of birth: 20 May 1982

Place of birth: İstanbul

Nationality: Turkish and British

Tours: Chile/Argentina 1st
Term-time address: 1 St Mary’s Road, Oxford, OX4 1PX (all of January)

Holiday address: 29 South Close, Highgate, London, N6 5UQ (also all of January)

School: Highgate School

Notable achievements at school: Debated once at Oxford Schools and placed ninth on the tab.

Universities: University of Bristol (2000-2004 and 2005-2006), University of Oxford (2009-present)

Courses studied: Philosophy and Politics (BSc), International Relations (MSc), Politics (DPhil)

Exam results to date: 2:1 in BSc, Distinction and top in class in MSc

Debating experience: I was the European Universities Debating Champion in 2003 and reached the Semi-Finals of the World Universities Championships in 2004. I debated actively from 2001 to 2004 and have since been a coach and judge.

Previous ESU tours: None, though I was on the Debate Squad in 2004 and represented the ESU in a display debate.

Coaching and judging experience: I was the Chief Adjudicator of the World Universities Debating Championships in 2010 and the Chief Adjudicator of the European Universities Debating Championships in 2007. I have been on Grand Final panels at one Worlds (though I was clashed out of judging the final this year due to Oxford reaching that final), four Europeans and one Oxford IV. 

I have also coached extensively across Europe, in particular in France and Turkey. I have trained a generation of university speakers from Turkey on a regular basis and worked with the Grandes Ecoles

