Dear ESU Representatives,

It is hard to find the right words to thank you enough for this unique opportunity. Western Reserve Academy has now become an important part of my life and I will always be grateful to the English Speaking Union for allowing me to discover this completely different yet amazing new world. I can now say without a doubt that, to this day, being at Western Reserve has been one of the most enriching experiences of my life. 

I can still remember the day when I found out that Hudson, a small town in Ohio, was going to be my new home for the next three months. With little exposure to the world, I had no idea what to expect. I was nervous, anxious, excited, even scared. What I did know, however, was that this was going to be a life-changing opportunity. I therefore decided to set myself three main goals to make the best of my experience. The first one was to improve my English and to take every opportunity that would maximize my educational experience at Western Reserve. My second goal was to get to know the American culture, gain new perspectives and develop a more distinct and international mindset by bridging the best aspects of both my Argentine and American worlds. Lastly, my third goal was to make new friends and to fully integrate in the American culture. 

When I finally got to Hudson I was mesmerized by the town, the green spaces, and most importantly, the school itself. I will never forget the excitement I felt when I first saw the beautiful campus, with its buildings covered in snow from the cold winter. Also, I will always remember the warm welcome from students and faculty members, who always made me feel like I was part of the school from my very first day. 

Now, after being in the United States for almost three months, I can confidently say that my English has improved a lot, particularly thanks to the classes I am taking: English, pre-calculus, physics, U.S history and Constitutional Law. Having to study and discuss challenging topics in English has allowed me to communicate better and express my ideas more fluently and coherently. Furthermore, I found especially interesting the way in which certain topics are approached and the different methods of teaching. Last week, I started taking some AP classes to compare them with those from the IB program and I was fascinated by the extraordinary variety of course offerings, which allow students to explore a diverse selection of topics. The school has an exceptional and intellectually stimulating academic program that enables students to open their mind, expand their perspective, exchange ideas and, in that exchange come to new understandings and appreciations. 

Moreover, being submerged in the American culture by myself has taught me how to deal with different cultures and become more tolerant and open-minded. I have learned how to travel by myself and be more independent. Fascinated by the dimensions of multiculturalism, I have now come to believe that gaining exposure to different worlds and cultures will elevate my educational experience to pursue my same life goals at a greater scale. My positive experience at Western Reserve Academy has made me confident that I am a citizen of the world and that I want to continue expanding my academic goals in the United States. I have decided that I want to go to college at Washington and Lee University, a small liberal arts school in the Virginia, in order to keep cultivating what I have learned from this experience. 


My social life has also been a great part of my days in Western Reserve. I not only met tons of new people from across the United States, but I also made many close friends, who I am certain that I will be seeing in the future. I was amazed by how welcoming everyone was, especially when helping me to adapt during my first days. One of the most fun parts of my experience was learning to play lacrosse, a very popular American sport. Although this sport was completely new to me, I soon learned the basics and this was really useful to meet new people and interact more with the students. Moreover, since I am truly passionate about rugby, I became part of Hudson’s rugby team and I was able to meet even more people from not only the school but the town too. This definitely helped me to be more sociable and I can say without a doubt that it was one of the most fun parts of my experience. 


Words are not enough to express my gratitude to the English Speaking Union for believing in me and making me an ambassador of my country in such a unique institution. It has truly been a wonderful experience and I will always remember my days in Ohio with kind and positive thoughts. I want to especially thank you all because this experience has really helped me to grow up both personally and academically and be more prepared for future challenges. I cannot emphasize enough how much I have learned these past three months and I think this wouldn’t have been possible if it wasn’t without the help of the English Speaking Union. So once again, thank you!

Yours Sincerely,





Freddy Tovo

