IPSC 2009


International Public Speaking Competition 2009 London


First of all, I would like to thank the E.S.U. organization for giving students the opportunity to live this amazing experience. Starting from the very moment I heard about the competition until probably the rest of my life, this has taught me so much and helped me grow so much more as a human being only in a week. It was not just about compeeting, it was about opening myself up, looking deep inside my mind, looking for the best matching words to express my thoughts. And this is just the beginning. Throughout the time I’ve spent in London with 72 other participants from more than 40 so different countries around the globe, I learned much more. It was an intense week with not just 72 boys and girls, men and women. It was an encounter between different cultures, different ways of thinking and living, different backgrounds, values, ideologies. I knew the earth was really big and that we are very different although we share the same body structure, that there is so much more in the world, but actually living and seeing it for myself was mind blowing. That is why I don’t find words to express how thankful I am, so all I have left is “Thank you”.
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Monday 18 May

We arrived earlier than expected. WE were picked up by an ESU member from Argentina who helped us with the general orientation in the city of London(means of transport). She also told us about the must-see spots so we took the hop-on hop-off bus and went sightseeing. 

Tuesday 19 May

We had a meeting at Dartmouth House where we worked on public speaking and then a workshop we continued the following day. Then we went to the House of Commons at the Parliament to see how the debates were held out. Finally, we went to the theatre to see “The Woman in Black” directed by Robin Herford who so was kind as to spend some time with us and tell us about how he got the idea. It was an excellent play, very captivating.

Wednesday 20 May

We toured the National Gallery and had a Trafalgar Square quiz where we had to find information about this place in the square itself. We found very interesting facts we wouldn’t have noticed without the quiz.

Later on, we continued the workshop we had prepared the day before. It was a Parliamentary debate mock where we were part of Shcrovovia (an imaginary country). We had been divided into a large number groups and each group represented a social part of this country, for example, the government, the airline companies, the tourism department, the “air clean” association, among others. 
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Thursday 21 May

The big day! We had the first heats in the morning and after the 8 finalists were announced, we moved to the HSBC bank to have lunch and to listen to the finalists in the Grand Final.
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Friday 22 May

I chose to go to the home-stay and was sent to Chichester, in the South of Great Britain, where we met Adrienne and Graham. I stayed with another participant from Mongolia at their house. This was one of the things that made the trip very special. Chichester was too beautiful to be true. It was and is completely different to the landscape we get to see here in Argentina. From the top of a low hill you could see the square plots of land (usually seen only from a plane up high in the sky), the city of Chichester and also the sea and the island next to us! Our hosts were very nice and generous and made us feel at home all the time.
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