The English-Speaking Union at Dartmouth House are holding a series of events on the topic of climate change as part of the international awareness campaigns in the lead-up to and in the months following the United Nations Climate Change Conference (Dec 09) http://en.cop15.dk/ 

As part of this season we would like (if possible) all International ESUs and their branches to hold at least one event or activity which is in some way linked to climate change and raising awareness about the issue. Dartmouth House staff have put their thinking caps on and have come up with a list of ideas to get you and your committees started, see below.
The ESU is now fully launched in 50 countries and the idea is that if all ESUs can do at least one thing within this season we will have helped to raise awareness on this important global issue across five continents. Please let us know about any events that you hold, send us pictures, write-ups etc so that we can put them up on the ESU’s ‘green’ site www.esu.org/green 

Events that we at Dartmouth House are planning are:

· ESU Poetree competition

This competition is open to London primary students which involves writing a poem on the topic ‘Imagine a world without trees’. Deadline 11 November, winner announced 25 November.

· Literary lecture by Mike Hulme, Director of the Tyndall Centre for Climate Change Research on his book ‘Why we Disagree about Climate Change’

· Climate Change Panel

This event will be held at Imperial College, London and speakers include Professor Robert Spicer, Steve Drummond, Andy Kerr and Matt Prescott who will speak on the topic ‘International Action – too little too late?’ on the 24 November at 7pm.

· Great Climate Debate

Secondary school students will debate on an environmental topic.

· A screening of the Age of Stupid (A future archivist looks at old footage from the year 2008 to understand why humankind failed to address climate change)

· Planting of an ESU tree in Green Park

· Human Security and Climate Change lecture. The ESU and the Atlantic Council are organising this event that will take place at the end of January with guest speaker Dan Smith, Director-General, International Alert
If you need any ideas or advice please do not hesitate to ask, thank you and good luck!

Ideas for members:

· Recycle at home and in your community

· Use bikes or public transport for all your travel for a week

· Get your kids interested in eco-friendly activities

· Keep bees

Ideas for events:

· Eat locally sourced food

· Lectures on Climate Change

· Local eco-walks

· Get involved in a government initiatives run in your region or country

· Climate change research and presentation by local school children

· Plant trees in a local park

· Promote an art project that is using recycled materials 

· Create a local campaign to encourage recycling 

· Field trips to promote eco-tourism

· Climate change information talks






